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Kyoto Seishu Netsuke Art Museum Exhibition Highlights

4 Special Exhibition in April

”

“Nature: Scenes of the Season
M April 1 (Wed) to 30 (Thu)

Although cherry blossoms are simply plants, they herald
the arrival of spring and hold a cultural significance
deeply intertwined with the Japanese sensibility. People
have long admired the beauty of seasonal flowers. Many
annual events are named after flowers, making them a
hallmark of each region. In this special exhibition, we
explore Japanese culture through the lens of netsuke,
which depict a wide variety of plants and natural scenes.

5 Special Exhibition in May

“Biology: Ode to Life”
M May 1 (Fri) to 31 (Sun)

Encyclopedias are a treasure trove of new knowledge,
and surely everyone has experienced the thrill of turning
the pages of the unknown. While it is estimated that
approximately 8.7 million species of living organisms
inhabit the Earth, about 86% of them are still considered
undiscovered (unknown). With the theme of “An Ode to
Life,” this special exhibition presents a vibrant
wonderland featuring humans, living creatures, and
creatures yet to be discovered.

6 Special Exhibition in June

“Science: Evolution and Wisdom”
M June 2 (Tue) to 30(Tue)

Science seeks to uncover the workings of the world
through observation and experimentation. In the case of
netsuke, artists sometimes translate into their works the
sense of dissonance that arises from the discrepancy
between the scientific world and the unknown or unseen
“something” that lies beyond it. One of the true joys of
netsuke is that it draws our attention to mysteries that
science cannot explain and to the contradictions of
society.

[ Bountiful Harvest J
KENJI (1947~) H3.9cm

In this work, the rice bales
symbolize a bountiful harvest,
while the mice represent the
wish for a prosperous lineage.

[ Kitchen Stove J
JIN (1956~) H3.2cm

The kitchen stove not only
supported daily meals but was
also regarded as a sacred place,
serving as the heart of the
household.

I Every Storm Will Pass J
AKEMI (1960~) H5.1cm

Just as the fury of nature
eventually subsides and peace
returns, so too do life’s
hardships not last forever.

[ Start of Summer J
SUMI (1944~) H3.2cm

In this summer-themed piece, a
woman leaning back
dramatically conveys a sense of
innocence and openness.

I Kaguya J
TOUN (1960~) H2.0cm

Earth as photographed by the
lunar exploration satellite
“Kaguya.” This netsuke
combines cutting-edge
technology with the ancient

[ Look to the world J
RIHO (1954~) H2.8cm

Oda Nobunaga was a warlord
who actively embraced the
cutting-edge technology and
scientific rationality of his time.

[ Plumed Cockscomb J
MOTOMASA (1976~) H3.8cm

In this piece, a butterfly is
placed alongside the
cockscomb flower, creating an
overall silhouette that
resembles a rooster's head.

[ Firefly J
SHUKO (1954~) H4.5cm

Fireflies, which thrive only in
clean rivers, have become rare
in recent years, but their
ethereal beauty has remained

unchanged since ancient times.

T Tea Girl J
AKIRA (1949~) H4.1cm

In early May, when new buds
begin to appear on the tea
plants, women are busy picking
the tea leaves.

[ The Princess and the Pea J
Susan WRAIGHT (1968~)
H4.5cm

From Andersen’s fairy tales. To

discern what is genuine, one
must look beyond appearances.

[ Bountiful Catch J
TADATSUNA (1966~) H2.3cm

The sight of a fisherman
chasing a large fish reminds us
of the interconnectedness of
life in nature and the sheer
determination involved.

-

[ Leap Forward J
KUKAN (1968~) H6.3cm

This work embodies the will to
move forward in life through
symbols of courage,
determination, and resilience.

[ Dr. Fabre and Summer
Vacation J
[ZUMI (1968~) H2.5cm

The French entomologist Fabre
was sent to live with his
grandparents as a child and
grew up in a natural setting.

[ Gutenberg's printing press J
SGIGEJYO (1963~) H2.8cm

Around 1445, Johannes
Gutenberg of Germany sparked
a printing revolution with the
invention of movable type.

[ The Great Wave off Kanagawa J
ZANMAI (1967~) H4.3cm

A masterpiece born from
Hokusai’s keen eye for
observation. The swirling shape
of the crest of the Great Wave
aligns with modern fluid



